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MINUTES OF BRANCH MEETING HELD 4th DECEMBER 2007

Meeting held at 28 Regent Place (The Friends' Meeting House), Rugby at 7.30 pm. 

	Present:
	J Craig, S Cassidy, M Avis, L Bird, R Vaughan, N Cross, M Eversfield.


1. 
Apologies:
G Ainscough, Sue Hunter, N Zelenovic.

	2.
	Minutes
	Minutes of 6th November 2007 were signed and accepted as a true record.


3.
Matters Arising.
None.

4.
Administration.
	4.1
	Treasurer's Report:

Balance at 30.11.07: £716.61. There were cheques to the value of £75 still to be presented.

	
	4.1.1
	Branch Expenditure: 


Printing Branch minutes July – November £21.00

Secretary’s Expenses July – December £60.50

	4.2
	Membership Matters:

Branch membership 852, (up 29).

	4.3
	Constitutional Matters: 


No nominations had been received for a replacement Branch Secretary.  Branch will formally close at the conclusion of this meeting.


5. Correspondence  (Items requiring decision): 
	5.1
	LRD Booklet: Unfair dismissal – a legal guide.  Every year thousands of workers who are dismissed submit unfair dismissal claims to an employment tribunal – a difficult and time-consuming process.  The best way to avoid this is to make sure that the workplace is well organised and that if an employee is dismissed, the dismissal is carried out in accordance with agreed procedure. This booklet sets out the law on unfair dismissal and covers the new category of ‘retirement dismissals’, introduced last year, and dismissal on grounds of ill-health and disability.  Secretary ordered 11 copies in advance @ £3.20 each.  This decision was endorsed by the meeting.

	5.2
	Rugby District Trades Union Council: Inviting affiliation for 2008 based on membership of the Branch.  Agree to re-affiliate and confirm Branch delegates as M Avis & M Eversfield.  Note: affiliations are paid by head office.

Agreed to following nominations: President M Eversfield, Gen Sec G Farthing, Treasurer M Avis.  Elections to be held at AGM on 5/03/08, 7:30 pm, CVS House, North St, Rugby.

	5.3
	Rugby CVS AGM: 11/12/07, 11 am, Bradby Club, East Union St, Rugby.  Three Board members stand down and nominations are invited.  Deadline for returning nominations and delegates to attend the AGM is 3/12/07.  Noted

	5.4
	GS Derek Simpson: Unite-Amicus Section Financial Report to Members for the period ended 26 April 2007.  Including: Summary of financial results, Analysis of officials’ salaries and benefits (including NEC members), Auditor’s Report, and statement of the rights of members to raise concerns regarding the financial conduct of the union (as prescribed by the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992 (Amended)).

Any member of the Union who wishes to obtain a copy of the full accounts for the period ended 26 April 2007 should write to: 

Christine Grant, Hayes Court, West Common Rd, Bromley, Kent, BR2 7AU


Any other correspondence was circulated at the meeting and duly noted. 

6.
Reports.

	6.1
	Workplace & Industrial


	
	ALSTOM Power, Steam Turbines (TSUG):

It was reported that the company has a full order book and is still recruiting, especially on the shop-floor.

	6.2
	Delegates & Meetings:   
None

	6.3
	Officers:


None


7.
Motions:
None.


Any Other Business: 


In view of the impending Branch closure L Bird reported that the website will remain active until the expiry of the current hosting (approx 6 months).  2007 Branch meeting minutes will remain on the website, together with details of where members may contact the union.

9.
Date of Next Meeting:

Following the motion carried at the previous meeting to close the Branch there will be no further meetings of the Rugby 0574M Branch.  A decision will be taken at Regional level as to which neighbouring branch Rugby members will be transferred to.  When known this information will be posted on the Branch website.


It was agreed that until a formal decision has been taken by Region and endorsed by the NEC, any emergency decisions will be taken by Branch officers.

The Chairman thanked everyone for their efforts over many years, through the Branch’s many previous identities and mergers, including ASTMS, DATA, TASS, MSF and Amicus.  It was regrettable, but as well as the difficulty in filling the Secretary’s post we had to recognise that the union structure had changed and it was necessary to move on.

Meeting closed at 8.25 pm.








Signed:



(Chairman)

L E Bird

Minutes Sec.





  Date: 

For assistance from the union, members should continue to contact their local Regional Officer.  If you do not know the name and contact details of your Regional Officer (Full Time Official) please contact:

Terry Pye – Unite-Amicus Section Regional Secretary (West Midlands) 0121-569-8900 or the Regional Office in Coventry 024-7622-7522

Members in Leicestershire, Northamptonshire & Derbyshire should contact:


Adrian Axtell – Unite-Amicus Section Regional Secretary (East Midlands) 01332-548400
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